








Galicia has a privileged geographical location in a transition zone between the dominant Euro-Siberian 
region in our community, and the Mediterranean region, which gives a mixture of species of two 
biogeographic regions. All this, linked to the varied climate and structural complexity of Galicia, generates 
a diverse mosaic of habitats, resulting in the existence of a relatively diverse flora and fauna. 



Due to the great biodiversity of organisms linked to the fluvial system and in order to give a global idea 
of our flora and fauna, we will mention some species of vascular vegetables and of vertebrates typical of 
our region. 





BED OF THE RIVER 

GALLERY FORESTS 

THE GRASSES OF THE BANK 

 In the river we can differentiate three habitats: The bed of the river, the grasses of the bank and the 
gallery forests with different types of species.  



The different flora in the bed of the river depends on its depth, type of substrate, wealth and 
degree of cleanliness or pollution of the water.   



In the bed of the river we distinguish the following biotypes: 



Plants immersed in the water without being fixed to the substratum. In Galicia there are two 
species of the genus Ceratophyllum. 

Ceratophilum demersum L. 



Species that live immersed without fixation to the substratum. They differ from the previous group in 
the fact that they can develop their flowers over the water. In Galicia 3 species of the genus Utricularia 
are known, in very calm and eutrophicated water. 

Utricularia australis  Robert Brown 



Species with photosynthetic organs which float on the water surface. They are very common in ponds, 
pools and backwaters of rivers the “water lentils”, tiny floating plants corresponding to the genus 
Lemna (Lemna minor (L.) Scop. or Lemna gibba L.). 

Lemna minor (L.) Scop 



Other water plants set roots in the muddy or sandy bottom. They develop leaves on the water surface or 
immersed. In Galicia we have a great diversity of species of different genus. These are the most 
common. 

Potamogeton natans L.      Ranunculus fluiatans Lam. 

Callitriche stagnalis Scop.        Myriophyllum aquaticum ( Vell.) Verdc 



Water lilies (Nymphaea alba L.), water plants with spectacular flowers, join this biotype. We must 
emphasize that the only Spanish populations of a false water lily of yellow flowers, Nymphoides peltata 
(S.G. Gmel.) O. Kuntze, remains in Galicia and is in enormous regression in whole Europe. 

Nymphaea alba L. Nymphoides peltata  (S.G. Gmel.) O. Kuntze 



The grasses of the bank, considered in a wide sense, group both the water plants and the terrestrial 
biotypes, when they are in the first forehead of the bank of the river. 



Raised plants, whose radicular system and stem base remain flooded, at least part of the year, are 
considered grasses of the bank. They are terrestrial plants with the roots always wet. 

Typha latifolia L. 
Phragmites australis 
(Cav.) Trin. ex Steud Scirpus lacustris (L.) Palla 



Of smaller size we have numerous examples in genus such as  the ones in the photos.  

Oenanthe aquatica (L.) Poir 

Juncus effusus L.  

Eleocharis palustris (L.) Roem. & Schult. 

Glyceria fluitans (L.) R. Br.  



The gallery forests is one of the substantial elements of the fluvial ecosystem.  



In Galicia these formations are tied to deep soils by phreatic influence, they are forests of Alnus 
glutinosa  (L.) Gaertn. or of Salix spp, though they also contain typical species of the oak woods.  



The dominant species in the gallery forests of Galicia is Alnus glutinosa (L.) Gaertn. together with 
Fraxinus angustifolia Vahl in the south and Fraxinus excelsior L. and Ulmus glabra Huds. in the north 
of the community. 

Alnus glutinosa (L.) Gaertn. 



Among the species of the understory, Galium broterianum Boiss. & Reut. characterizes the gallery forests 
of the south whereas Carex remota L., Festuca gigantea (L.) Vill. and Valeriana pyrenaica L. characterizes 
the communities of the north. 

Galium broterianum Boiss. & Reut 

Valeriana pyrenaica L.  

Carex remota L. 

Festuca gigantea (L.) Vill.  



Of various forms, depending on the environmental conditions, we can find other arboreal or shrubby 
species such as those in the pictures, among others. 

Betula alba L. Salix atrocinerea Brot. Ilex aquifolium L. 

Laurus nobilis L. Corylus avellana L. Prunus spinosa L. 



Among the flora we must emphasized these diverse set of present ferns. 

Osmunda regalis L. 

Polystichum setiferum (Forssk.) Woynar 

Polystichum aculeatum (L.) Roth 

Athyrium filix-femia (L.) Roth 

Dryiopteris filix-mas (L.) Schott 

Dryopteris affinis (Lowe) Fraser-Jenk.  



In remarkable sites in the north these ferns relicts can be found. 

Culcita macrocarpa C. Presl 

Woodwardia radicans  (L.) Sm.  

Vandenboschia speciosa (Willd.) G.Kunkel 





Flora vascular, asociada aos ríos e regatos galegos, que está incluída no Atlas da Flora Ameazada de España 

Especie Hábitat CR EN VU DD E 

Christella dentata Ripisilva   x     

Culcita macrocarpa Ripisilva   x     

Dryopteris aemula Ripisilva     x   

Dryopteris guanchica  Ripisilva     x   

Galium teres (E) Beira       x Ø 

Hymenophyllum tunbrigense Ripisilva     x   

Hymenophyllum wilsonii Ripisilva x       

Isoetes fluitans (E) Leito   x     Ø 

Myrica gale Beira       x 

Narcissus cyclamineus (E) Beira       x Ø 

Nymphoides peltata Leito x       

Trichomanes speciosum Ripisilva     x   

As categorías da Unión Internacional para a Conservación da Natureza (UICN) son: En perigo crítico (CR), en perigo (EN), vulnerable (VU) e datos 

insuficientes (DD).  

As especies marcadas con (E) son endémicas do noroeste ibérico (Baseado en Bañares & al. 2003).  

Vascular flora, associated with Galician rivers and rivulets, included in the Atlas of 
Endangered Flora in Spain. 



Christella dentata (Forssk.) Brownsey & Jermy 



Culcita macrocarpa C. Presl 



Dryopteris aemula (Aiton) Kuntze 



Dryopteris guanchica Gibby & Jermy  



Hymenophyllum tunbrigense Hook 



Hymenophyllum wilsonii Hook 



Trichomanes speciosum Willd. 



Isoetes fluitans M.I.Romero 



Galium teres Merino 



Myrica gale L. 



Narcissus cyclamineus DC 



Nymphoides peltata (S.G. Gmel.) O. Kuntze  







Salmón atlántico (Salmo salar L.) Reo (Salmo trutta trutta L.) Trucha común (Salmo trutta fario L.) 

Iberian rivers to the North Atlantic slope, including Galician, are generally characterized by having a 
short path and a relatively high gradient, with fresh, oxygenated waters; its flow regime is characterized 
by its abundance and constancy. Such characteristics contribute to species of the family Salmonidae, 
well represented in most of these rivers. 
Among salmonids found in Galician waters we want to mention the Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar L.), 
brown trout (Salmo trutta fario L.) and sea trout (Salmo trutta trutta L.), all of great value both from an 
economic point of view and from a leisure point of view. 

• presenza actual        
• citas no contrastadas     
• desaparición recente         
• citas antigas 



Along with the species of the family Salmonidae, other species of great economical importance are 
found in the North Atlantic rivers, such as the eel (Anguilla anguilla L.) and the lamprey (Petromyzon 
marinus L.). Although the value of both species from a leisure point of view is almost null,  they reach 
high prices in the market.  

Anguila (Anguilla angilla L.) Lamprea (Petromyzon marinus L.) 

• presenza actual        
• citas no contrastadas     
• desaparición recente         
• citas antigas 



Sábalo ou sable (Alosa alosa L.) Saboga, sabela ou zamborca (Alosa falax Lacép.) 

Other species, such as allis shad (Alosa alosa L.) and twait shad (Alosa fallax Lacép), had formerly 
great economical importance, although today they are scarce and fishing in our community is subject 
to severe limitations. 

• presenza actual        
• citas no contrastadas     
• desaparición recente         
• citas antigas 



Other native species in Galicia: cyprinids, poorly represented in relation to the rest of the Iberian 
Peninsula northern straight-mouth nase (Chondrostoma polylepis duriensis Coelho), chubs or squalius 
(Leuciscus carolitertii Doadrio),  bermejuela (Rutilus arcasii Stnd.) and luciobarbus (Barbus bocagei 
Stnd.).  

Chondrostoma polylepis duriensis Coelho Leuciscus carolitertii Doadrio 

Rutilus arcasii Stnd. Barbus bocagei Stnd. 



Finally our native fish fauna is complemented by a number of species which enter the rivers, 
occupying estuaries and brackish water areas, sometimes leading to penetrate deep into the river. 
These species include the mullet (fam. Mugilidae), sea bass (fam. Moronidae), sand smelt (Atherina 
presbyter Cuv.) and plaice (Platichthys flesus L.) among others  



Due to the loss of habitats, the Galician amphibians are seriously endangered. Almost all of them are 
endemic to the Iberian peninsula, and some to Galicia and northern Portugal. 



Iberian newt   (Lissotriton boscai  Lataste) 

Palmate newt  (Lissotriton helveticus Razoumowsky )  

The palmate newt restricted to 
western Europe. It occurs in northern 
Spain and Portugal, where populations 
are often very fragmented. 

The Iberian newt is a species of 
amphibian urodela endemic to the 
northwestern half of the Iberian 
peninsula. 



Marbled newt           Triturus marmoratus Latreille The marbled newt, mainly terrestrial, native to 
Europe. 
It can be found in much of northern Iberia, and 
central, southern and western France 

Gold-striped salamander              Chioglossa lusitanica  Bocage 

The gold-striped salamander is the only species of the genus Chioglossa. It is found in the north-west 
of Iberia at an altitude of up to 1,300 m. 



Iberian painted frog                                      Discoglossus galganoi   Capula, Nascetti, Lanza, Bullini & Crespo 

The Iberian painted frog (Discoglossus 
galganoi, in Spanish sapillo pintojo 
ibérico) is endemic to Spain and Portugal. 



Western spadefoot       Pelobates cultripes  Cuvier 

Common midwife toad             Alytes obstetricans  Laurenti 

The common midwife toad like other members of 
its genus (Alytes), the male toad carries the eggs 
around entwined on his back and thighs until they 
are ready to hatch. 

It is known under many different common names, 
including the western spadefoot, Iberian 
spadefoot toad, Spanish spadefoot toad, and 
Wagler's spadefoot toad. It is found in parts of 
France, Spain, and Portugal. 



Natterjack toad     Epidalea calamita  Laurenti 

Common toad                   Bufo bufo Linnaeus  

The common toad seems to be in decline in part of 
its range but overall is listed as being of "least 
concern" in the IUCN Red List of Threatened 
Species.  
It has long been associated in popular culture and 
literature with witchcraft. 

The Natterjack toad is native to sandy and 
heathland areas of Europe. Adults are 
distinguished from common toads by a yellow line 
down the middle of the back. 



European tree frog     Hyla arborea Linnaeus  

The European tree 
frog is a small tree 
frog found in Europe 
and part of Asia. 

Historically, tree frogs were used as barometers 
because they respond to approaching rain by 
croaking. 

Common frog       Rana temporaria Linnaeus  

The common frog  is common in Europe and the 
northwest of Asia. It lives in humid places, it lives most 
of its adult life in the land, and it returns to the water 
only to escape when it is attacked and also to 
reproduce. 



Iberian frog               Rana iberica  Boulenge 

Perez's frog      Pelophylax perezi  López Seoane  

The Iberian frog or long-legged frog, is a species 
found in Portugal and Spain.  

The Perez's frog, also known as Iberian water frog, 
Iberian green frog, or Coruna frog, is native to 
southern France, Portugal and Spain. In the Iberian 
Peninsula it is widespread and common, as evidenced 
by its Spanish name rana común "common frog". 





Spanish pond terrapin  (Mauremys leprosa Schweiger) 

European pond terrapin  (Emys orbicularis Linnaeus) 

The  European pond terrapin is a species found in all 
types of freshwater bodies, but preferably those 
inhabiting low current and abundant vegetation that 
provides protection. 

The Spanish pond terrapin is a native aquatic turtle 
of the Iberian Peninsula with Emys orbicularis, 
common especially in southern Spain.  



Viperina Snake   (Natrix maura Linnaeus) 
The viper snake is the most common snake in the 
Iberian Peninsula and most linked to the aquatic 
environment 

The grass snake found in Europe to 67° north 
latitude, has a highly variable colouration. The 
specimens of the Iberian Peninsula and the 
Channel Islands have a typical uniform colour.   

Grass Snake   (Natrix natrix Linnaeus) 



In Galicia only 16 families 
have regular presence of 
Waterfowl of 29 nesting 
species. 
    Let's sense beforehand some 
of them with other usual 
species in our wetlands, as 
some Passeriformes of the reed 
bed or the Common kingfisher.  



Great crested grebe                    Podicens cristatus Linnaeus 

Little grebe                                  Tachybaptus ruficollis  Pallas 

LESS 
COMMON 

SEDENTARY NESTING 

LESS 
COMMON 

SEDENTARY NESTING 



Grey heron                    Ardea cinerea Linnaeus 

Little egret                     Egretta garzetta Linnaeus 

Light green: summer 
Dark green: all year 

Blue: winter 

LESS 
COMMON 

SEDENTARY 
WINTERING 

NESTING 

LESS 
COMMON 

WINTERING 



Mallard          Anas platyrhynchos Linnaeus 

Northern shoveler                Anas clypeata Linnaeus 

COMMON  SEDENTARY NESTING 

LESS 
COMMON  

WINTERING 
SPORADIC 
NESTING 



Tufted duck                    Aythya fuligula Linnaeus Red-crested pochard             Netta rufina Pallas 

COMMON WINTERING 
SPORADIC 
NESTING 

LESS 
COMMON 

WINTERING 
SPORADIC 
NESTING 



Eurasian Coot                          Fulica atra Linnaeus 
COMMON SEDENTARY NESTING 

Common Moorhen       Gallinula chloropus Linnaeus 
COMMON SEDENTARY NESTING 



COMMON SEDENTARY NESTING 

LESS 
COMMON 

SEDENTARY NESTING 
LESS 

COMMON 
SEDENTARY NESTING 

White wagtail          Motacilla alba Linnaeus 

Western yellow wagtail    Motacilla flava Linnaeus Grey wagtail           Motacilla cineraa Tunstall 



LESS 
COMMON 

SEDENTARY NESTING 

White-throated dipper     Cinclus cinclus  Linnaeus 

Common kingfisher     Alcedo atthis Linnaeus 

LESS 
COMMON 

SEDENTARY NESTING 



LESS 
COMMON 

OF 
SUMMER 

NESTING 

Eurasian reed warbler   Acrocephalus scripaceus Hermann 

Eurasian wren  Troglodytes troglodytes  Linnaeus 
COMMON SEDENTARY NESTING 





 Pyrenean desman       Galemys pyrenaicus E. Geoffroy 

Southern water vole              Arvícola sapidus Miller 

The Pyrenean desman is a small semiaquatic nocturnal mammal related to moles and shrews. The 
range of the species centers on northern Spain, but it is endangered due to changes to its habitat. 

The southern water vole is a 
specie found in most of 
France, Spain and Portugal.  

It is endangered and a campaign is currently 
in progress to seek protection for the 
species, both at a national level and at 
European Union level. 
The animal was traditionally one of the main 
ingredients in the Valencian dish called 
paella. 



European otter                   Lutra lutra  Linnaeus 

American Mink             Mustela vison Schreber 

The European otter is the most widely expanded 
otter species, its range including parts of Asia and 
Africa, as well as being spread across Europe. 

The American mink is a carnivore which feeds on 
rodents, fish, crustaceans, frogs, and birds.  
It’s been classified as invasive, linked to declines 
in European mink, Pyrenean desman and Southern 
water vole  populations. 





The Directives 79/409 (Birds Directive) and 92/43 (Habitats Directive), and the National 
Catalogue of Endangered Species mention 6 species of fish, 12 amphibians, 4 reptiles, 8 birds 
and 3 mammals which need special protection. 
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Chondrostoma polylepis duriensis Coelho 

Petromyzon marinus L.  Salmo salar L. 

Rutilus arcasii Stnd. 

Barbus bocagei  Stnd. Alosa spp. 



Chioglossa lusitanica  Bocage 

Triturus marmoratus  Latreille Triturus helveticus Razoumowsky   

 Lissotriton boscai  Lataste 



Discoglossus galganoi Capula, Nascetti, Lanza, Bullini & Crespo 

Alytes obstetricans  Laurenti 

Pelobates cultripes  Cuvier 

Bufo calamita  Laurenti 



Hyla arborea  Linnaeus  Rana iberica  Boulenge 

Rana temporaria Linnaeus  Pelophylax perezi  López Seoane  



Natrix maura Linnaeus Natrix natrix Linnaeus 

Mauremys leprosa Schweiger Emys orbicularis Linnaeus 



Ardea cinerea Linnaeus Egretta garzetta Linnaeus 

Padion heliaetus Linnaeus Alcedo atthis Linnaeus 



Motacilla cinerea Tunstall 

Acrocephalus scripaceus Hermann 

Cinclus cinclus Linnaeus 

Motacilla flava Linnaeus 



Lutra lutra Linnaeus 

Galemys pyrenaicus E. Geoffroy 

Arvícola sapidus Miller 










